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How UC Davis Fulfills Note-Taking Accommodations with Otter

Expanding Otter’s Use
at UC Davis
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Following the success of Otter’s initial 

adoption at UC Davis, the school has 

expanded the deployment of Otter.

Use cases for Otter continue to expand as 

well. As an example, when UC Davis had to 

quickly pivot to remote learning due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, Otter played a key 

role in helping maintain continuity in 

students’ accommodations. While 

attending classes from home eliminated 

the distractions present in classrooms and 

lecture halls, Hori explains, “sometimes, 

students’ home life is noisier than their 

Zoom lecture.” The integration of Otter 

and Otter Assistant improved the 

classroom experience for remote students - 

minimizing the many disruptive potentials 

that come with virtual learning.

In the coming year, Hori hopes to make 

Otter available to even more students, 

faculty, and staff members at UC Davis. 

“There are a lot of instructors who want to 

use Otter because they see its potential,” 

he states. In particular, faculty and staff 

with whom Hori has worked see the value of

Otter not just as a note-taking tool, but as

a resource that could support their own 

content production as well. 

While Hori is quick to note that Otter is 

better suited to some situations over 

others, he stresses the difference the 

program has made for students requiring 

note-taking accommodations at UC Davis.

It's a blessing. 
It really is.


